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The 2020 Annual Report

Jan Schubert, Secretary

Welcome to the Annual Report of the Southampton Natural History Society 
for 2020. The pandemic which has affected all of us certainly affected the 
Society with few walks and events during 2020. We thought this may affect 
the Annual Report as well with little to say!

But once again our members have come up trumps, with lots of records and 
some interesting articles, plus, of course, reports from the couple of meetings 
we were able to host (one by Zoom). Thanks to Daphne for providing the 
reports from these meetings. It is likely that we will continue to host Zoom 
events even when things are back to 'normal' so do make sure we have your 
email address to keep you up to date.

We always welcome articles from members, particularly reports from your walks 
or any other natural history related activities, especially for the website. They 
don’t need to be long, and if you have a photograph so much the better. Let us 
know via the contact form on the website or by e-mailing admin@sotonnhs.net. 
You should also join our Facebook Group which has become our virtual outdoor 
meeting space - facebook.com/groups/SotonNatHistSoc.

Membership Report for 2020

Sue Channon, Membership Secretary 

Due to Covid restrictions during 2020 were unable to offer members any 
walks or indoor talks and this had an impact on the number of new members 
joining.  However, we were pleased to welcome Dr. Christopher Hamerton 
who joined in September.

We are sorry to have received notice of the deaths of Rev. Graham Long, and 
of Barbara Thomas.  Barbara and her husband Ron have been members for 
over 40 years and Barbara served the committee as Membership Secretary for 
17 of those years. She was very interested in rocks and fossils (geology) as well 
as natural history and was one of the last of the active members in the 1980's. 

The total number of members as at December 2020 was 137.

×
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Exploring the Hampshire Avon

John Combes

We welcomed John back for another evening of splendid wildlife pictures 
and sound recordings taken this time on his walks along the Hampshire River 
Avon. Rising in Wiltshire, the Avon has two separate sources which merge at 
Upavon and flows south through the Vale of Pewsey and Hampshire Valley. 
Merging with the River Stour at Christchurch, it discharges into the harbour 
at Mudeford, and then on out into the English Channel. Although half of the 
river is now in Wiltshire, prior to the 1974 reorganisation of county boundaries 
most of it was in Hampshire, and so was known as the Hampshire Avon to 
distinguish it from the other river Avon in Wiltshire. It is 59 miles long, but 
there is limited access along the river path in places due to private ownership 
and fishing controls. However, it is an interesting and scenic walk and it is 
possible to follow the course with slight diversions, starting each section at 
strategic parking locations, and spread over a number of days.

As John is a photographer with a particular interest in wildlife, the river 
provides him with numerous opportunities to use his camera. John’s journey 
began at Mudeford Quay, a small peninsular at the mouth of Christchurch 
Harbour with a landmark building, the Black House. Built over 200 years ago 
when illegal trade was rife, smugglers hid in the shelter and Customs men lit 
fires around the building to smoke them out. This blackened the structure 
and it is now preserved and kept painted black, a tourist attraction and a B&B. 
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Fishermen still use the harbour and there were stacks of lobster pots and fresh 
fish for sale on the quayside. There is a good chance to photograph Starlings 
close up as they are very tame and used to being fed. 

On the north side of Christchurch Harbour, below the confluence of the Avon 
and Stour, lies Stanpit Marsh. Best visited when the tide is out, this nature 
reserve combines a number of habitats and attracts large numbers of waders, 
and from here there is a view of Hengistbury Head. Beautiful photographs of 
the birds included Turnstones, Lapwings, Dunlins which are easily spooked, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, Brent Geese, a gull with a frog, and Little Egrets, 
which turned up in the 1980s and are now common. A circular walk includes 
views of Christchurch Priory, close to where the Avon joins the Stour. To reach 
the river, take the path over the style and then you can follow it to the Council 
Offices. In Christchurch you can then follow the Avon Valley Footpath, which 
follows the river up to the Hampshire Waterworks. This part of the river is 
popular with fishermen, but any salmon caught need to be put back. Salmon 
are also caught with nets at the river mouth by the Black House and tagged 
for research purposes before being released. At the Waterworks, with its weir, 
photographers may be viewed with suspicion. The path eventually goes the 
other side of the valley before returning to the river at the Avon Causeway.

At Ramsdown Hill Nature Reserve, use the car park near the playing field. It 
is worth a walk up the hill for excellent views and then follow the path to the 
pond on the heathland with sundew, and dragonflies including Black Darter 
and Broad-bodied Chaser. As a dedicated nature photographer, John was there 
at 5am in order to capture a dragonfly emerging from the larval stage, which 



4

takes 4 or 5 hours to complete. It is then a few days before the dragonfly gets 
its breeding colours. The males are very different from the females in most 
species. Also photographed were Large Red Damselflies and the rarer Small 
Red Damselflies, which are restricted to southern heathland ponds and bogs. 
He also spotted a fast-running Tiger Beetle on the sandy pathway. 

It is not possible to walk along the River Avon from here; walkers need to pick 
it up again at Bickerly Mill Stream, near Ringwood. There are lots of birds to 
be found here, including Little Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little Egret and 
Kingfisher, and also flora, including White Dead-nettle, Comfrey and Marsh 
Woundwort. Only licensed fishermen are allowed along the river bank, but 
just inside the gateway was a young hare which surprisingly came right up to 
his feet, almost too close to photograph. 

The footpath then follows the river towards Ringwood until it meets the old 
railway path, which goes on to Poole. There were swans on the river. John 
saw Grey Wagtails and Sedge Warblers and made sound recordings of these 
birds — useful for those of us who are beginners at identifying bird songs. 
The other side of Ringwood, at Rockford inside the New Forest National Park 
boundary, John collected the antlers of a Fallow Deer buck — they are very 
heavy! On a previous walk he also found Roe Deer antlers which have a thick 
velvet that provides the blood supply for antler growth. 

Among the heather in flower he found a parasitic fly which lays eggs near to 
certain caterpillars of moths, and he watched a Beewolf catch a Honey Bee. 
This solitary wasp lays its eggs in sandy burrows and feeds its grubs on stunned 
but live Honey Bees. Other insects seen were Woodland Grasshoppers, which 
are variable in colour, and male and female Wood Crickets in the leaf litter.

On to Mockbeggar, north of Ringwood, where there is a small memorial to 
RAF Ibsley and on a nearby damp patch some garden escapees, Monkey 
Flowers, were thriving. Not much of the river is seen along this section except 
from bridges. The area was under water and the swampy ground was full of 
Kingcups and Cuckooflowers. Mute Swans were on the fields and up to 12 
Bewick’s Swans, usually seen at Slimbridge Wetland Centre, also Little Egrets, 
Kestrel, and Whitethroat with a sound recording. 

The footpath follows the River Avon to Fordingbridge. Water Crowfoot were 
seen in the river, a sign of good water quality. Fordingbridge is a small medieval 
town with an impressive bridge some 40 metres long, which spans the Avon 
with seven stone arches. Further up the valley at Lower Burgate, the Avon 
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European hare 
Lepus europaeus



6

Valley Footpath crosses the river using a suspension bridge then continues 
up to Castle Hill with good views looking down on the river until it drops 
down into Woodgreen. Nearby a mill with an old narrow road bridge over the 
river has been converted into accommodation. Walking up the valley beyond 
Woodgreen, there is some public access to an area near Hale. It provided good 
views, along with a close encounter with young Kestrels in the meadows and 
a Black Swan on the river. 

Then on to Downton where there is a car park by the Moot. This was an old 
Saxon meeting place later converted into an earth and mound castle by the 
Normans to protect the river crossing. It has a grass amphitheatre structure 
along with a pond. At Charlton All Saints, if you keep on the Avon Valley 
Footpath, you come to a weir across the river with a small trout farm nearby. 
Continuing to Salisbury, the river is joined by the river Nadder. A slight detour 
following the Nadder brings you to Harnham Old Mill dating back to the 
12th century. Following the footpath through the water meadows brings you 
back to the Avon in the heart of Salisbury and offers excellent views of the 
Cathedral. There used to be an interesting horse-drawn omnibus (until one 
of the horses died) which took sightseers around Salisbury, ending up in the 
River Avon in the central park. From here you can walk by the river through 
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Common Kestrel 
Falco tinnunculus
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the centre of Salisbury until you reach the peace and quiet of Salisbury’s 
nature reserve.

About 2 miles north of Salisbury lies Old Sarum, originally a large Iron Age hill 
fort settlement that became historically important as a major centre for the 
Church and government in southern England with both a royal Norman castle 
and cathedral enclosed in the fortification. The site is managed by English 
Heritage and is open to the public. Footings of the old cathedral can be seen. 
The replacement cathedral in Salisbury was built in 1226.

On the northern fringes of Salisbury, south of the Woodford Valley lies 
the medieval village of Stratford sub Castle. From Woodford the Avon can 
be followed across Salisbury Plain all the way to Amesbury, with a visit to 
Woodhenge which is just to the north. 

At Upavon the river splits. John followed the route to the village of Pewsey 
with its tea rooms and a statue of King Alfred. This is a chalk downland area 
with a White Horse carving outside Pewsey near the top of the hill affording 
good views over Pewsey Vale. At the time of John’s visit, the horse was fenced 
off, but inside the fence there were many flowers, including Field Scabious, 
Small Scabious, Harebells and Knapweed, and nearby at the edge of a farmer’s 
field were Poppies and Cornflowers. In amongst the grass stems were also 
some tiny cocoons of an unknown insect. 

The Pewsey Vale rather than a single spot is the source of the River Avon and 
being chalk downland provides excellent water quality. At Pewsey the river 
had become a narrow stream, although in 1920 there was a skiff race from 
here to the sea at Mudeford. It was last attempted in 1978. By the time you 
get to Jones Mill Nature Reserve, a secluded wetland area, it is little more 
than a ditch with Horsetails growing in the area. 
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Close by is the Kennet and Avon Canal with a path beside the canal giving 
interesting panoramas of the narrowboats gliding along. At Wootton Rivers 
there was a duckling caught in the lock separated from its family. John arrived 
just as concerned onlookers managed to reunite the duckling with the rest of 
the family. It had taken them two hours!

An inspirational talk to get us out exploring the River Avon. Maps can be found 
on the Hampshire website The Avon Valley Path.

Comfrey 
Symphytum sp
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Lockdown Garden Safari

Jan Schubert and Mike Creighton

On Monday 23 March 2020 the whole country, in the grip of a world-wide 
pandemic, went into lockdown. The whole population was asked to stay 
at home – not go to work, avoid travelling anywhere, don’t go to school 
or university and only take limited exercise once a day in your own area.

No more walks in the Forest. No more natural history holidays home or 
abroad.  No more plans to visit sites of Large Blue Butterflies Phengaris arion 
or Pasqueflowers Pulsatilla vulgaris.

On that day we, Jan Schubert and Mike Creighton, decided that if we can’t 
visit the wildlife, we’ll have to watch the wildlife that comes to us.  As this 
article is being written we are back in lockdown.

So, this is a story of a Garden Lockdown Safari and the beasts and bugs we’ve 
seen and what we have done to encourage a greater diversity in future. 

The ground rules were simple. We’d try to photograph as many animal species 
as possible in the garden and identify those creatures and observe their coming 
and goings and their habits. This wasn’t going to be a scientifically complete 
study. We weren’t going to run any malaise traps to capture and kill. We would 
rely on our eyesight, our cameras, and Lady Luck that we happened to be in 
the garden at the right time.

And Lady Luck played a major part with such a glorious Spring and Summer.

Our garden is a modest size at the back of a terraced house in central 
Southampton. We are about 500 meters from the River Itchen and the 
railway line which runs alongside it but are otherwise rather isolated in terms 
of wildlife corridors. Neighbouring gardens are largely grassland and our 
Himalayan Birch and small pond have to do a lot of heavy lifting in terms of 
providing the backbone of our wildlife garden.

We knew there was some wildlife in the garden from previous casual 
observation, and that we attracted a reasonably wide range of species of 
insects, but we had never systematically tried to identify each and every animal 
we had seen. Previously we had only undertaken a full survey of Hoverflies in 
the garden – as part of the Natural History Society’s survey of Hoverflies of 
Southampton in 2015 – and we run a regular moth trap (more of that later).
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This was to be a new challenge where simply recording something as ‘a fly’ 
would not be acceptable. The very first insect of record on that fateful Monday 
was a Common Carder Bee Bombus pascorum) and that was prescient in a way. 
Bees were one of the most notable visitors to our small garden with 41 species 
being recorded by the end of the year. Three Buff-Tailed Bumblebees Bombus 
terrestris were feeding on our winter flowering Mahonia on Boxing Day.

We soon got into a routine of spending time each day in the garden and then 
trying to identify the results of our photographic efforts with half an eye on 
the daily Corona Virus briefing. 

As the days got longer and the briefings shorter, we had to adjust our work and 
the more we photographed the more we realised that the crucial diagnostic 
feature would be out of focus, or not in shot at all.

But slowly, day by day, we built up a record.

Common Carder Bee 
Bombus pascorum
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We also came to realise that species which would be common for many 
Natural History Society members would not be coming our way at all. We have 
only ever had 36 species of bird in or over the garden and only 18 species in 
2020 (and that includes a fly-over Grey Heron which just about made it into 
our airspace!). The sum total of all the species of moths that have ever been 
trapped is less than 200 (only 60 or so in Lockdown). Only one species of 
Dragonfly has graced our pond this year – social distancing taken to extreme.

Despite these disappointments other records just keep on growing. This is 
a summary of the insects we have seen during our Garden Lockdown Safari 
23 March – 31 December 2020. A full species list can be found on the web-site.

Species Species
Ants 2 Harvestmen 4
Aphids 7 Hoverflies 41
Barklice 2 Lacewings 1
Bees 41 Ladybirds 8
Beetles 27 Midges 2
Birds 18 Robber Flies 1
Bristletails Springtails 7 Sawflies 9
Bugs 25 Scale Insects 1
Butterflies and Moths 71 Slugs 4
Caddisflies 2 Snails 5
Centipedes 4 Soldier Flies 6
Craneflies 5 Spiders 41
Dragonflies 2 Wasps and allies 31
Flies 73 Woodlice 3
Gnats 3 Worms 2
Grasshoppers 1

Assorted insects (mainly 
flies) not to species level

62

TOTAL 511

Our diary of the Lockdown Safari is too big for this annual report and would 
make a book in itself (now there’s a thought) but some of the accounts may 
be of interest.
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Bees

We’ve always had bee hotels around the garden. Logs with holes drilled in 
them. Concrete blocks with holes drilled in them. Assorted bijou residences 
purchased from the RSPB and others. And we’ve seen a few Red Mason Bee 
Osmia bicornis fill up some of these cavities with their brood chambers. But 
this year we decided to step up a gear and use specialist tubes to allow us to 
recover and store the pupae over winter. This enables us to keep any disease 
under control and start with clean nest chambers for the following year. We 
currently have 50 pupae waiting to get our mason bee population off to a 
flying start in the spring.

At times our most common bee was the Blue Mason Bee Osmia caerulescens, 
often around the Red Mason Bee tubes but usually finding a home in slightly 
smaller holes in wooden fence posts and the like. They would bask in the sun 
near our favourite position for viewing the comings and goings of their larger 
cousins. One day, a male Blue Mason Bee flew in carrying something to its 
usual basking spot. It dropped its gift and flew off. Assuming it was a ball of 
pollen to be collected later I took a closer look. And then an even closer look. 
It was the head of another Blue Mason Bee, presumably decapitated in mortal 
combat, and then brought back in triumph.

In previous years we’d often see Willughby’s Leafcutter Megachile willughbiella 
sealing off its egg chambers with the distinctive green plug of freshly collected 
leaves. This year, however, these leafcutter bees didn’t seem to like any of our 

Blue Mason Bee 
Osmia caerulescens
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bee houses. But it was insulting to watch a Willughby’s Leafcutter cut careful 
circles out of a prized Japanese acer, reject most of them and then fly over 
our house carrying her perfect circle of foliage to build her nest in someone 
else’s garden!

Spiders

Our spiders caught so many 
insects that by the Autumn 
we described the garden as 
the killing fields. We kept 
a list of all the victims we 
could identify. Sadly one of 
the first was a fresh Angle 
Shades moth Phlogophora 
meticulosa caught by a 
Crab Spider  Misumena 
vatia. Crab Spiders also 
caught three species of bee 
– Ashy Mining Bee Andrena 
cineraria, Red Mason Bee 
Osmia bicornis and Small 
Scissor Bee Chelostoma 
campanularum – as well 
as a Marmalade Hoverfly 
Episyrphus balteatus. 

The Garden Spider Araneus diadematus caught another bee, a Common 
Furrow Bee Lasioglossum calceatum, Common Wasps Vespula vulgaris and 
a Tiger Cranefly Nephrotoma flavescens that had blundered into a web. They 
start young – a spiderling caught an aphid. Lynyphia triangularis, a sheet-web 
spider, may be small, but it still caught a large bumble bee. The Zebra Spiders 
Salticus scenicus weren’t at all fussy, catching anything from craneflies to 
root maggot flies to a pair of copulating Sage Leafhoppers Eupteryx melissae.

We never saw one of our most interesting spiders catch anything. Ballus 
chalybaeius is listed as Scarce, but we think that it is because it is so small 
(3–4 mm) that only spider enthusiasts or those with too much time on their 
hands would notice it! We found four different ‘colonies’ round our small 
garden, usually a male and a female, but living in the Ivy were two males and 
a female. You can tell the males by their enlarged front legs.

Oak Jumping Spider 
Ballus chalybeius
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Parasites round the insect house

Our insect hotel attracted a number of bee predators and bee parasites, 
including spiders, flies and parasitic wasps, like Gasteruption jaculator. The 
female has such a long ovipositor that she flies in a most peculiar way with her 
abdomen almost vertical. What would happen when one predator met another? 

A Large House Spider Eratigena atrica was living inside the hotel, usually with 
just a couple of feet poking out. An incredibly beautiful Ruby Wasp Chrysis 
ignita landed looking for somewhere to lay her eggs. The spider rushed out 
and touched the wasp on her back, whereupon she rolled into a ball like a 
hedgehog. It’s a technique the wasps use when raiding bee and wasp nests 
to avoid being stung. 

We thought we had seen another tiny black wasp trying to break into a sealed 
bee nesting tube, but she wasn’t – she was stealing mud to make her own 
‘pottery’ nest. There was a peculiar looking fly on the bee house, small but 
with huge red eyes, Caxoxenus indagator. Its common name is Houdini Fly, 
possibly because of the way the young burst out of the Mason Bee’s cell. They 
can’t chew their way out because they don’t have mandibles, but they inflate 
a blister on the top of the head and force their way out!

Merodon equestris

If it’s difficult to identify some insects down to species, it’s almost impossible 
to recognise individuals. But we succeeded with one species – the Narcissus 
Bulb-fly Merodon equestris. We probably shouldn’t welcome such a beautiful 
pest which is probably the reason we don’t have any daffodils no matter 
how many we plant. It’s a furry bumblebee-mimicking hoverfly with at least 
4 named varieties (up to 9 according to some). By noting the combination 
of colours on the thorax, scutellum and abdomen and whether they were 
shiny or hairy, we identified 15 individuals and could see where they liked to 
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hang out. One never left an area planted with sedums and had a favourite 
rock where it liked to bask.

Unexpected

One of the most unexpected sightings was a Common Green Grasshopper 
Omocestus viridulus because there is no large area of grassland near us. In 
fact it was sitting in a wooden sculpture we had bought to celebrate our 
garden safari.

Sometimes you only recognise you have found a new species for your patch 
when you examine your photographs and realise that some diagnostic feature 
or other is different to that which you were expecting. And at other times 
there is no mistaking that it is something new. The pair of Locust Blow Flies 
Stomorhina lunata which graced our garden for a couple of days certainly 
fell into that latter category. Definitely a WOW moment when they were 
discovered. It is not thought that the species can use any British grasshoppers 
so UK records are all considered vagrants from continental Europe or North 
Africa. If only we could travel so far at the moment.

Must do better

Then there were the ones that got away. Parasitic wasps and flies – ichneumons 
and the like – frankly just defeated us. Apart from a few very distinctive 
individuals this is a group of insects which definitely needs a Big Girls’ and 
Boys’ Book of Ichneumons and Allies. The literature currently available is 
confined to detailed keys to identify the 6,500 or so species that can be found 
in the UK. Since we aren’t killing any beasts for microscopic examination, this 
will be an area of our garden safari which will remain tricky to say the least. 

We are building miniature garden photographic studios which may enable us 
to get better images, but we will have to spend more time with these beasts 
if we are to have any hope of improving on last year’s total of half a dozen or 
so identified to species.

The conclusion of this story is wrapped up in the slogan of the Natural History 
Society – getting closer to nature. Whether you live on the edge of the New 
Forest, in a house with a garden, or in flat with a couple of window boxes, 
there is always something to see, always something to understand. Always 
something to learn. Always something to share.

And we’ve started again this year.
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Locust Blowfly 
Stomorhina lunata female
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Armchair Natural History

An Armchair Naturalist

Times seem to change week by week. For all of us the inability to go on our 
favourite walks, to visit our favourite places, not only reduces our opportunities 
for much needed exercise but also detaches us from the natural world. 
Whether we are casual or enthusiastic observers of natural history, we all 
enjoy the chance to experience the flora and fauna, and indeed the weather, 
of our local patch and further afield. The pandemic put a stop to that for many 
of us. But there is still plenty to see and do. Even when we are able to get out 
and about on a more regular basis we will still be able to use the new tools 
to engage with natural history and the environment.

The whole world has been learning how to communicate in these new 
circumstances.

From online theatre and performing arts, through click and collect shopping, 
to government by zoom we are all learning new skills. Whether it’s a family 
quiz on facetime, or a full blown socially distanced theatrical performance 
everyone has been finding ways of keeping in touch and sharing their talents, 
opinions and friendship. And there is a wide variety of opportunities to engage 
with natural history from your armchair.

In this short article we won’t be dealing with the many magnificent programmes 
available on TV or through one of the various ‘catch-up’ programmes. Not 
we will be referencing books. Instead, we’ll be concentrating on burgeoning 
on-line communities, and we will also give some consideration to how you 
can continue to contribute to citizen science when your own ability to get out 
and discover stuff is greatly reduced.

A new on-line experience

Firstly let’s look at what’s available in the on-line community of natural 
history. This can broadly be broken down into national (and international) 
organisations, and smaller, local organisations, including completely amateur 
societies and groups.

We’ll start with three internationally respected British based institutions which 
between them offer access to an immense variety of subjects with a similarly 
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huge variety of target audiences – The Natural History Museum, The Linnean 
Society and Gresham College.

The Natural History Museum

The Natural History Museum offers both public access to online events and 
member only access to some exclusive events, some of which are made public 
at a later date.

What better place to start at the Natural History Museum than hanging out 
with a scientist? Every Tuesday afternoon at 3pm (correct at the time of 
writing) one of scientists working with the Museum gives an online talk. Some 
of these are of current scientific interest, others are glimpses into the history 
of the world and yet others explore subjects related to content of current and 
previous exhibitions. The majority of these talks are archived on-line so if you 
can’t make a Tuesday afternoon you can catch up at a later time.

Recent talks have included Dorothy Bate, discovering the first woman 
employed as scientist at the Museum; Wasps, 100,000 species and counting; 
Fantastic mini-beasts and where to find them. From deepest space to the 
deepest ocean, you are likely to find a talk to interest you.

If you want to explore the museum records for yourself, you can do that too. 
There is an extensive selection of curated articles covering all aspects of the 
museum’s work in the ‘Discover’ section of the website but you can also dive 
right in yourself, examining the collections and original records of their finds. 
You can search for individual species or for keywords. Search for records 
relating to an individual location or collector. 

Or you can just browse the collections. Some are arranged in virtual drawers 
that you can click into and zoom in for the tiniest detail. If you’ve always 
wanted to pin down the exact difference between two species, this is an ideal 
chance to look at that particular wing venation, or the precise pattern on an 
insect’s abdomen.

The world, as they say, is your oyster. And you can search for records of those 
too.

Visit nhm.ac.uk or data.nhm.ac.uk.
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A few images with local connection to  
Southampton or Hampshire from  

the Natural History Museum's  
digitised collections
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The Linnean Society

Founded in 1788 the Linnean Society 
of London is the world’s oldest active 
society devoted to natural history. 
It takes its name from the Swedish 
naturalist Carl Linneaus (1707–1778) 
whose botanical, zoological and 
library collections are in its keeping. 

Apart from its ongoing scientific 
work, the Society provides a platform 
to inform, involve and inspire people 
about nature and its significance. 

The on-line events hosted by the Society introduce a wide range of subjects 
from biographies and art history, through the use of modern technology to 
benefit research, and on to current thinking on issues such as climate change 
and biodiversity.

Recent talks have included: Gilbert White of Selborne: Poet, Preacher, and 
Naturalist; Climate change and its impacts on biodiversity; and Sounds of the 
Wild, using technology to monitor and conserve the natural world.

These are almost all currently free and, as with the Natural History Museum 
Events, are archived so they are available website to view at a later time.

Visit linnean.org.
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Gresham College

Gresham College was founded in 1597 and has been providing free lectures 
for over 400 years. All of its lectures are now recorded and are available on 
the College website or their YouTube channel. Around 2,000 lectures are 
currently available.

Many lectures are part of a series – for example Gardens and Gardeners 
includes a lecture on Wildlife Gardening, highlighting the fact that growing 
concern for the environment has encouraged us to see that we can make a 
contribution to biodiversity by changing how we design and use our gardens. 

Other recent lectures have included: The Future of our Oceans; Connected 
Nature; John Evelyn, Britain’s First Environmentalist; and a recent series of 
lectures covering any aspects of Darwin's life and works.

These lectures all have the benefit of proper scientific rigour, coupled with 
an approachable style delivered by visiting professors who are experts in 
their field.

Visit gresham.ac.uk.

Keep it local

Apart from the big national players, who can devote substantial resources to 
an on-line presence, there is plenty to see produced by smaller locally based 
organisations, and the great fun is they can viewed be from the other end 
of the country.

This a by no means a complete list of on-line resources where you can find 
information, training, gossip and a constant reminder that there are people, 
just like you, who are keeping their interest in natural history alive and well.

Hampshire Ornithological Society

A range of talks are available on-line. As you would expect almost exclusively 
about birds and birding but presented in a variety of contexts. Talks currently 
available on the HOS website include: Autumn and Winter Birds in Hampshire; 
Return of the Red Kite; Wader Identification; Bird Photography and many more.

Brush up your skills at hos.org.uk/home/walks-events/hos-talks or simply 
visit the main site at hos.org.uk.
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Wild New Forest

Wild New Forest is a not-for-profit Community Interest Company (CIC) based 
in the New Forest National Park with a mission to deliver high-quality wildlife 
survey and monitoring, and to inform, involve and inspire people about the 
wealth of wildlife in the New Forest. Their usual focus on wildlife tours is 
supplemented by a high-quality on-line presence. Their recently introduced 
video blogs – Vlogs – are now available on their YouTube channel and are 
excellent. Join them on their virtual tours by visiting wildnewforest.co.uk 
and at their YouTube channel bit.ly/3o54x38.

Gilbert White & The Oates Collections

Gilbert White was aged 7 or 8 when the White family moved from the Vicarage 
the house, called ‘The Wakes’. It now houses a museum to possibly Hampshire’s 
greatest natural historian. In 2020 they hosted an on-line annual meeting with 
a great selection of talks. Find out more at gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk and 
at their YouTube channel which you can find at bit.ly/2Y01r6a.

Southampton Natural History Society

Don’t forget our very own Facebook page where is a daily conversation 
about species seen, little snippets of behavioural studies, and tips 
about new sites to visit in our local area. Join the conversation at 
facebook.com/groups/SotonNatHistSoc.

The Society will also be using Zoom to deliver some local ‘indoor meetings’ 
so please make sure it has your email address.

Travel Further

The one advantage that we have is the ability to virtually travel the country, 
listening in to the talks and seminars provided by other natural history societies 
and groups across the country. They will be delighted to see you, or at least 
your image in a Zoom screen, and will give you a broader experiencer of the 
wider natural history movement.

You just need to search for the area of the country which interests you and 
‘natural history’, or ‘birds,’ or whatever you may be looking for. These can be 
a bit hit and miss. As we know only too well volunteers have many calls on 
their time, and there may be gaps between on-line events. You may also find 
specialists in a particular subject publish their own on-line content. 
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An example of each is  devonwildlifetrust.org/events which has a regular 
programme of on-line events and Dave Goulson, author of the Garden Jungle, 
who has a YouTube channel at bit.ly/3qzwstR devoted almost entirely to bees.

Armchair Citizen Science

We all want to make a contribution. It’s easier when we can get out and 
about – participating in surveys and so on. So, what can we do when we are 
confined closer to home – and even when we are ‘back to normal’ what can 
we do to help conservation effort from our own front room?

Firstly, of course, make sure you go through your note-books and make at least 
the notable records available to the appropriate national database. There are 
a number of places where you can safely record your data, and most of these 
databases now ‘talk’ to each other to make sure that the information gets to 
the researchers who need it. For many the database of choice is iRecord at 
brc.ac.uk/irecord where you can record any sighting, and you can upload 
images to help confirm more tricky records.

This book-keeping is really important, but it may feel a bit passive if you’re 
more used to walking a butterfly transect or taking a pair of loppers to a scrub 

bashing session. So you 
can try something new.

One website that may 
help is Zooniverse – go 
to zooniverse.org – 
where people-powered 
projects are helping 
scientists cut through 
some of data to the 
detailed information 

that they can use. Recently, people were helping identify Marine Iguanas 
(Amblyrhynchus cristatus) from aerial photographs of Galapagos. At the 
time of writing available projects include: Helping transcribe natural history 
manuscripts, counting penguins and identifying the age and sex of beluga 
whales. And you don’t even have to know what a beluga whale looks like 
before you start.

Try exploring the world of nature from your armchair. And if you find something 
good, don’t forget to tell the rest of us – leave a note on our Facebook page, 
facebook.com/groups/SotonNatHistSoc.
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The Natural World from Your Garden

Dr Andy Barker

The records collected by the Natural History Society and others often show 
a snap-shot in time. The excellent records report carried by this report each 
year is an example of this, as is the Lockdown Garden Safari article in this issue.

But we were delighted to have the longer view of one of our members Dr Andy 
Barker, as he explores the wildlife of his garden over time. Andy presented 
these findings over a Zoom talk to the Natural history Society (make sure we 
have your email address) and we are able to present some of his data here.

Although this is very much some simple extracts from a wealth of detailed 
data, hopefully it will demonstrate the range of wildlife that can be found in 
gardens across the country. By simply keeping a record of what you see, you 
will inevitably want to know more and learn more and there are many, many 
sources of advice and information which will help you.

And Andy reminded us that 
whilst looking at wildlife, 
take time to discover the 
other natural history from 
your garden – clouds, the 
moon, planets and other 
wonders of the universe 
many of which can be seen 
with the naked eye or a 
simple pair of binoculars.

In the UK, gardens cover an estimated 

10 million acres, a space bigger than all of 

the country's nature reserves combined. 

Each green space can make a difference, 

from a window box full of pollen rich plants 

for bumblebees to a small pond hosting a 

whole range of different species.

Source: RSPB (2016) Big Garden Birdwatch

Lei'ster Bucks Warks Notts Surrey C'Ford
Lacewings & allies (Neuroptera) 18 4
Butterflies (Lepidoptera) 21 18 16 22 22 25
Macro-moths (Lepidoptera) 261 637 499 358 30 259
Micro-moths (Lepidoptera) 80 97
Caddisflies (Trichoptera) 4 15
Hoverflies (Diptera–Syrphidae) 91 41 27 66 58 34
Other flies (Diptera) 49 30 51

Counts of garden species from different locations
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Making your data count

• Enter data onto database

• Submit records to relevant 
organisation 
- on-line options 
- data transfer (eg MapMate) 
- hard-copy forms 
- ad hoc records

• Participate in organised recording 
schemes

Gardens: value of garden wildlife data

• Status and distribution of species.

• Trends for species

• Ecological knowledge

• Spread of alien species

• Phenology & climate change

• Help inform planning decisions

Lei'ster Bucks Warks Notts Surrey C'Ford

Amphibians 3 4 3 2 3 4

Reptiles 0 1 0 0 1 1

Birds 54 70 110 83 54 56

Mammals 7 10 9 11 13 13

Lei'ster Bucks Warks Surrey C'FordSawflies (Symphyta) 58
4Ichneumons (Hymenoptera–

Ichneumonidae)
533

4
Ants (Hymenoptera–Formicidae) 2 60 28 5 3Wasps (Hymenoptera) 41 86 9Bees (Hymenoptera) 51 82 21Other Hymenoptera 24

9Beetles (Coleoptera) 442 57 277 38 51
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Gardens: remarkable biodiversity

Jennifer Owen recorded 2,673 taxa (includes 

garden plants) in her Leicester garden 

(1972–2001).

Area = 741m2.

Andy & Linda Barker have so far recorded 

1,080 taxa (excluding garden plants) in a 

small suburban garden in Chandler’s Ford, 

Hampshire (1998–2020).

Area = 222m2.

Chandler’s Ford garden species list  
(up to 5 Dec 2020)
Animals 794
Plants 225
Lichen 31
Fungi 30
TOTAL 1,080
Plants (garden exotics) 388
GRAND TOTAL 1,468

How to record garden wildlife• Have a garden notebook• Regularly look around your 
garden (daily)• Binoculars & hand lens• Start  with species  that 

interest you• Garden wildlife ID book (and 
specialist books)• Take photos and voucher 

specimens as needed• Refer to books, www., friends 
& experts• Participate in local & national 

recording schemes

How to build your list (& skills)• Manage garden in wildlife-friendly way
• Increase garden structure and niche diversity

• Continue building lists of species groups you like
• Each year tackle a new taxonomic group

• Go to training events run by local groups
• Increase the range of survey techniques used

• Use experts & web discussion groups to help
• Consult biological collections

Moth Trap

Solitary Bee Tubes

Pitfall Trap
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Luxury Lagoons

Backgarden Biodiversity

With a 27 year study published in 2017 showing a drop of 75 per cent in 
insect biomass in the study period we all need to do our bit, however 
small, to help stem that decline.

This is a simple way you can help with one species – the Batman Hoverfly 
Myathropa florea – no matter how small a garden or balcony you may 
have.

Basically you need to build a small tank filled with rotting vegetation and 
water. There needs to be a dry platform where the female hoverfly can 
lay her eggs. And when the rat-tailed larvae develop they need to be able 
to climb out of their lagoon and into a safe, dryer area where they can 
develop into cocoons. At that point you can remove them to an even safer 
place until they emerge as adults ready to take their place in the world.

There are just six steps to building your lagoon.

For further information see:

hoverflylagoons.co.uk
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1. The Lagoon

A container which can have holes drilled near the top, so it never gets 
completely full even in torrential rain. A large plastic milk bottle with the 
top half cut off is ideal. Fill it up to the drain holes with rotting compost – 
grass cuttings are excellent mixed with leaves and other garden trimmings.

Fill it with water, and place a good layer of dry leaves and small twigs on 
top to make a place where the eggs will be laid. Poke some sticks all the 
way to the bottom, for the rat-tailed maggots to use as they develop.

2. The tray

A seed tray is ideal. It needs to have drainage holes so it stays dryish and 
a thick layer of dry matter where the rat-tails can develop into cocoons. 
Put the lagoon on the tray and place them in a sunny spot.

3. Laying eggs

The female hoverflies will be attracted by the stagnant water full of rotting 
compost. The most common species to require this type of lagoon, which 
replicates the pool in a rotting tree stump, is the Batman Hoverfly, so--
called because of the 'Batman' symbol on its thorax.

4. The Rat-tailed Maggots

These aren't maggots but hoverfly larvae. The name comes from their long 
breathing tube which extends to the surface of the water. Be careful not 
to damage their breathing tubes if you tip them out to have a closer look.

5. The Cocoons

The rat-tails will climb out of the lagoon into the dry litter in the tray 
below. They will lose their long breathing tube and become hard, brown 
cocoons which are easier to handle. Every two weeks you need to collect 
the cocoons and store them in a small box or tub. A small Tupperware 
with some old muslin as a lid for ventilation is perfect. Keep them cool, 
dark and safe from mice in a shed or under a flowerpot.

6. The Adults

Check the cocoons every day. You won't know how well developed they 
were when you collected them, so it may be several days before an adult 
emerges. You may be lucky enough to see it emerge. It will then take some 
time to arrange all its internal organs and pump up its wings. Then let it fly!!
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The Dragonflies of Malaga Province

Paul Winter February 2020

Paul is the County Dragonfly Recorder for South Hampshire. He has spent 
many holidays in Spain around the Malaga area and, after sharing records with 
the local recorders, was invited to join the team compiling a dragonfly atlas 
for the area. There are 54 breeding dragonfly species in the province, 30 of 
which are not found in the UK. Dragonflies include the larger, strong insects 
of the sub-order Anisoptera and the smaller, more delicate damselflies of the 
sub-order Zygoptera. Paul has photographs from various angles of nearly all 
the species, including male, female, immatures and exuviae, in order to be 
sure of the distinguishing features to enable correct identification.

Malaga province is twice the size of Hampshire with a variety of habitats 
including mountains to 2000m in the west, plains in the north and coastal 
region in the south, with weather conditions ranging from cool and wet to hot 
and dry. Rivers and streams often rise high in the mountains with no Odonata 
present. Their character and surrounding habitat change at lower altitudes 
with a changing dragonfly fauna along the way. 

At lower levels there is often increased sediment in the water and in some 
places untreated sewage is (still!) added. The clean rivers of the west such as 
the Genil and the Guadiaro are home to protected and scarce species such as 
Splendid Cruiser Macromia splendens and Pronged Clubtail Gomphus graslinii, 
but other scarce species such as Faded Pincertail Onychogomphus costae and 
Ringed Cascader Zygonyx torridus may be found in the less clear waters of the 

Broad Scarlet 
Crocothemis erythraea
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Black Percher 
Diplacodes lefebvrii
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Northern Banded Groundling 
Brachythemis impartita
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Guadalhorce further east. The mountains catch the rain which replenishes 
the rivers and streams. However, in the summer months there is usually no 
precipitation and in combination with high temperatures sections of the river 
bed (e.g. in the Rio Grande) often become dry. Water extraction by farmers 
can exacerbate this. However, a good number of the dragonfly species are of 
African origin so they are suited to the conditions. In Malaga province there 
are numerous small irrigation channels (acequias) where water flows for just 
a short period in summer and species such as Broad Scarlet Crocothemis 
erythraea that have a short development cycle are able to breed successfully.

In addition to the flowing water (lotic) habitats there is a variety of standing 
water (lentic) habitats varying in size from large reservoirs to small garden 
ponds. The large reservoirs — such as Embalse del Conde de Guadalhorce — 
often do not support many dragonflies. Freshwater lakes, such as Laguna Chica 
near Archidona, support a good number of species, but saltwater lagoons, such 
as Laguna de Fuente Piedra and the Lagunas de Campillos, have rather fewer 
but are important habitats for specialist species such as the Dark Spreadwing 
Lestes macrostigma in addition to large colonies of flamingos! 

Artificial ponds that are not chlorinated or polluted, including small puddles 
and ponds in parks and gardens, are used by dragonflies and it is not 
uncommon to see species such as Epaulet Skimmer Orthetrum chrysostigma 
and Orange-winged Dropwing Trithemis kirbyi at town centre fountains.

Faded Pincertail 
Onychogomphus costae
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Epaulet Skimmer 

Orthetrum chrysostigma
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Some dragonflies are generalists, but others require specific habitats and may 
only be found in particular limited locations and some of these are protected 
by law. Where possible Paul was happy to share sites. One scarce species that 
seems to favour the streams that feed the Guadalhorce river in the Álora area 
is the Yellow-veined Skimmer Orthetrum nitidinerve. The Ringed Cascader 
Zygonyx torridus is on the Red List of Invertebrates in Andalucia but if you can 
find running water in the streams and rivers from the Guadalhorce westwards 
in high summer then you are likely to find the insect. A good example of a 
generalist species is the Orange-winged Dropwing Trithemis kirbyi, which only 
arrived in Spain from Africa in 2007 and reached southern France in 2017 — it 
can be found anywhere which has water.

Paul then presented beautiful photographs of each species found in 
Malaga, often male and female, various mating pairs with location and 
habitat in which they had been found. Some were common, some very 
rare, some familiar to Hampshire observers, others similar and only 
the close scrutiny of identifying features could determine the species. 

Malaga Province is highly recommended for wildlife holidays, especially 
birds, butterflies and dragonflies. For more information and photographs 
go to sites.google.com/site/localpatch/libelulas-de-malaga from 
where you can find a link to the English version of Dragonflies along 
the Great Málaga Path and in the Province — Identification Guide by 
José Manuel Moreno-Benítez and Javier Ripoll.
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Recording Officer's Report:  
Members' Records 2020

Phil Budd

I would like to thank the following for submitting records and reports, from 
various sources, in 2020: Derek Allnut, Andy Barker, Linda Barker, Zoe Birtle, 
Rowan Bright, Freya Brown, Phil Budd, Nic Burns, Terry Buss, Wendy Clayton, 
Andy Collins, Catherine Corney, Mike Creighton, Jenny Cross, Terry Crow, Jill 
Doubleday, Kathy Emmott, Bevis Fenner, Jani Franck, Corinne Freemantle, 
Tom Gray, Joanne Gulliver, Graham Harrison-Watts, Linda Hodder, Chris Horn, 
Peter Hyde, Mac Ince, Bruce Larner, Hannah Lou, Jenny Mallinson, Graham 
Manchip, Mick Milner, Darren Naish, Zoe Newnham, Rose Nicole, Mark Painter, 
Gemma Paul, David Payne, Josh Phangurha, Mark Pierce, Emily Pinto, John 
Poland, Margaret Rogers, Jan Schubert, Jeremy Smallwood, Martin Smith, 
Chris Sykes, Mike Terry, Mark Trigwell, Dennis Trunecka, Lydia Trunecka, John 
Vetterlein, Pat Walker, Ian Watts, Paul Winter, Daphne Woods. Please accept 
my apologies for anybody who I may have missed. 

Apart from direct reports to me there were several sources of records and 
reports. These included the Friends of Peartree Green (FOPG) Garden Safari 
(run temporarily during COVID lockdown in spring by Jill Doubleday), HOSLIST 
(hos.org.uk/home/news-recording/hampshire-birding/hoslist), and 
on FACEBOOK particularly the sites of Southampton Wildlife (particularly 
important for bird records), Friends of Peartree Green, Friends of Wildern 
Local Nature Reserve (in Hedge End) and our own Southampton Natural 
History Society FACEBOOK page. 

Please see our web-site: sotonnhs.org  for on-going up to date reports during 
2021. 

From late March onwards very, few outdoor events could be held due to 
the varying Government restrictions to control the COVID-19 virus; these 
restrictions being particularly severe from April to June and again in November. 
2020 was still a very successful year for records, especially insect recording, 
due to the time that contributors were able to spend in their gardens, the 
good weather especially back in spring and wonders of modern technology.
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Fungi

A lot more information on fungi can be found on certain web-sites 
such as those produced by the Hampshire Fungus Recording Group: 
hampshirefungi.org.uk. 2020 saw a sharp peak in fungi abundance after 
the heavy rains in October and early November but it was a poor spring for 
fungi due to the dry and very sunny conditions. Sadly, it was not possible to 
run any organised fungus forays in autumn 2020.

A sample of noteworthy and interesting fungi records in 2020 is as follows:
Agrocybe rivulosa, Wrinkled Fieldcap, Peartree Green, 26th Sept
Cordyceps militaris, Scarlet Caterpillar Club, East of Marlhill Copse, 18th Oct
Cortinarius purpurascens, Bruising Webcap, Peartree Green, 26th Sept
Entoloma prunuloides, Mealy Pinkgill, Fritham Plain – large quantity on lawn, 26th Oct
Exidia recisa, Amber Jelly Fungus, Hogsty Copse, Wildern LNR, 17th Jan
Fomes fomentarius, Hoof Fungus, Galley Down, Corhampton – 5 brackets on beech, 8th Jan
Geastrum triplex, Giant Earthstar, Townhill – garden near Marlhill Copse, 12th Nov
Gymnopilus dilepis, Magenta Rustgill, Southampton Common – by Cemetery Lake*, 27th Sept
Gymnosporangium sabinae, Pear Rust Fungus, Carlton Road, Southampton – on pear tree, 16th Sept
Hapalopilus nidulans, Cinnamon Bracket, Bramshaw Wood, 25th Oct; East of Fritham Plain – on crab 
apple, 26th Oct
Helvella crispa, White Saddle, Hedge End – north – 50 in a small area, 4th Dec
Marasmius androsaceus, Horsehair Toadstool, Southampton Old Cemetery – on cypress debris, 
30th Oct
Mitrula paludosa, Bog Beacon, Hut Wood – new to site, 6th April
Physisoporinus sanguinolentus, Bleeding Crust, Veracity Ground, Merryoak, 10th Nov

Ramaria stricta, Upright Coral, Charles Street, Southampton – on bark chippings, 9th Oct
Schizophyllum commune, Split Gill Mushroom, Goodall’s Wood, Wildern LNR, 15th Nov
Terana caerulea, Cobalt Crust, Highfield, Southampton, 19th November

*A first record for Southampton.

Hapalopilus 
nidulans
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Vascular Flora

Native Species 

Interesting native or probable native species recorded in 2020 included  
the following: 
Anacamptis pyramidalis, Pyramidal Orchid, Peartree Green – total count of 1,706, 24th June
Cardamine amara, Large Bittercress, Monk’s Brook Greenway – large quantity, 1st May
Carex divisa, Divided Sedge, Chessel Bay – surviving population on upper shore, 3rd May
Carex muricata ssp. pairae, Prickly Sedge, Chessel Bay, 3rd May
Carex pseudocyperus, Hop Sedge, Upper Weston Greenway – near Botley Road, 16th Oct
Chenopodium glaucum, Oak-leaved Goosefoot, Dibden Bay – 200 on damp mud, 21st Sept
Chenopodium murale, Nettle-leaved Goosefoot, Bitterne Bypass – on disturbed soil on north side, 
11th Sept
Glaucium flavum, Yellow-horned Poppy, Redbridge Wharf Park – a few plants, 23rd Oct
Hieracium sabaudum, Autumn Hawkweed, Bitterne Churchyard, 9th Sept; Cutbush Lane near 
Townhill School, 9th Sept
Lactuca virosa, Great Lettuce, Miller’s Pond LNR, Sholing – 20 plants, 29th Nov
Trifolium striatum, Knotted (Soft) Clover, Weston Meadow – western end – new to site, 30th Aug; 
Peartree Green – new to site, 13th May

Non-native Species 

A selection of records of naturalised flowering plants seen in 2020 is  
as follows:
Allium triquetrum, Three-cornered Leek, Wilton 
Avenue car park, Bedford Place, 13th Mar
Amelanchier lamarckii, June Berry, Hut Wood – 
first record for site, 5th April
Anisantha madritensis, Compact Brome, 
Chessel Bay, 3rd May
Cerinthe major, Honeywort, Glenfield Crescent, 
Bitterne – casual on pavement*, 11th April
Claytonia sibirica, Pink Purslane, Bacon Wood, 
West End, 26th April
Eriobotrya japonica, Loquat, Bitterne Road East 
– self-sown sapling*, 7th Dec
Fraxinus ornus, Manna Ash, Kendall’s Wood, 
Thornhill Park – self-sown, 26th April

Gnaphalium luteoalbum, Jersey Cudweed, 
Whiteley Industrial Estate – two plants, 19th July
Gnaphalium purpureum, American Cudweed, 
Holcroft Road, Thornhill – 10 plants on 
kerbside*, 22nd Aug
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides, Floating 
Pennywort, Cheltenham Gardens Pond, Hedge 
End – 2 plants, 4th Dec
Lapsana communis ssp. intermedia, Nipplewort, 
Botley Road, Netley Common – 100 of alien 
subsp., 10th June
Nicandra physalodes, Apple-of-Peru, Redbridge 
Wharf Park near Redbridge Station, 23rd Oct

Sutera cordata
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Pinus radiata, Monterey Pine, Wilmington 
Close, Townhill Park – self-sown*, 9th Sept
Senecio inaequidens, Narrow-leaved Ragwort, 
Mansbridge near White Swan Pub –  
2 plants, 16th June
Sutera cordata, Bacopa, Furze Close, Sholing – 
naturalised on kerbsides, 22nd April

Symphytum caucasicum, Caucasian Comfrey, 
Freemantle Common, Bitterne – new site, 
28th Mar
Viburbum rhytidophyllum, Wrinkled Viburnum, 
Hogsty Copse, Wildern LNR, 5th Feb
Vicia villosa, Fodder Vetch, Veracity Ground, 
Merryoak – on bare soil bank, 30th June

*A first record for Southampton.

For more details of botanical sightings in Hampshire please refer to the 
Hampshire Flora Group: hwt.org.uk/pages/-hampshire-flora-group. 

Fauna

Arachnids (Spiders)

A list of records of interest for 2020:
Ballus chalybeius, Daisy Dip, 13th June;  
Bevois Valley – confirmed by Spider Recording Scheme, 
12th April
Enoplagnatha thoracica, Near Jervis Court Farm, Upper 
Swanmore, 7th Mar
Evarcha arcuata, Hut Wood – female, 4th Mar
Lepthyphantes minutus, Oak Road, Bishop’s Waltham, 
13th Jan
Pardosa amentata, Bevois Valley, 23rd Mar
Pardosa prativaga, Bevois Valley, 10th April
Pardosa saltans, Hut Wood, 11th April
Segestria senoculata, Sholing Road, Peartree, 9th May
Tetragnatha obtusa, Paradise Lane, Bishop’s Waltham, 
9th April
Zora spinimana, Oak Road, Bishop’s Waltham – male, 
6th April

Hexapoda: Collemboles

Although closely related, Collemboles (springtails) are no longer regarded 
as being true insects, so these are listed separately from the insects below:
Dicyrtomina saundersi, Bevois Valley, 11th Dec
Entomobrya intermedia, Bevois Valley, 27th Dec
Entomobrya multifasciata, Bevois Valley, 17th May
Lepidocyrtus cyaneus, Bevois Valley, 25th April
Tomocerus longicornis, Nursling Gravel Pits, 15th Aug
Tomocerus minor, Bevois Valley, 18th Oct

Oak Jumping Spider 
Ballus chalybeius
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Hexapoda: Insects

Lists of the most interesting records appear below:

Minor orders
Orthoptera, Meconema meridionale, Females off oak and hazel by M27 at Nursling, 17th Sept
Orthoptera, Nemobius sylvestris, East of Marlhill Copse, 27th Aug
Orthoptera, Stenobothrus lineatus, Tom Tiddler’s Ground, Calshot, 23rd June
Dictyoptera (Cockroaches), Blattella germanica, Lower Shirley, 7th Aug
Dictyoptera (Cockroaches), Ectobius lapponica, Daisy Dip, 7th June
Dictyoptera (Cockroaches), Ectobius pallida, Allington Lane near Fair Oak, 5th Oct
Psocoptera (Barkflies), Ectopsocus briggsi, Bevois Valley, 25th April
Psocoptera (Barkflies), Ectopsocus petersi, Bevois Valley, 9th Sept

Major Orders 

Odonata

2020 was a particularly good year for the early emergence dates of dragonfly 
and damselfly species. A list of selected earliest dates is as follows:
Brachytron pratense, Hairy Dragonfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 22nd April
Calopteryx splendens, Banded Demoiselle, Monk’s Brook Greenway – south, 8th May
Calopteryx virgo, Beautiful Demoiselle, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 25th April
Coenagrion puella, Azure Damselfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 20th April
Cordulia aenea, Downy Emerald, Nursling, 25th April
Erythromma najas, Red-eyed Damselfly, Testwood Lakes, 8th May
Ischnura elegans, Blue-tailed Damselfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 26th April
Libellula depressa, Broad-bodied Chaser, Coltsfoot Pond, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 13th April
Libellula fulva, Scarce Chaser, Nursling Gravel Pits, 2nd May
Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Large Red Damselfly, Fishlake Meadows, Romsey, 25th March

In addition, there were latest records for Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea at 
Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 10th November and Common Darter Sympetrum 
striolatum at Coltsfoot Pond, Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 12th November.

The most significant Odonata record of 2020 was the Southern Migrant 
Hawker Aeshna affinis positively identified at Emer Bog, North Baddesley on 
10th August and possibly the first record of this species in the Southampton 
area. 

Although common in the New Forest the Small Red Damselfly Ceriagrion 
tenellum and the Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens are not often seen 
in the Southampton area. The former was identified at Coltsfoot Pond, Wildern 
LNR, Hedge End on 18th August and the latter seen at the Sport Centre Pond 
on 16th June (the first record here) and Nursling Gravel Pits on 26th May.
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Hemiptera

Hemiptera and Homoptera are now lumped together as one order, 
Hemiptera, and therefore are listed together below in a selection of 2020 
records:
Adelphocoris ticinensis, mirid bug, Emer Bog, 
North Baddesley, 9th Aug
Aguriahana stellulata, leafhopper, Bitterne Park 
– at actinic light, 11th July
Alloeotomus gothicus, mirid bug, Bitterne Road 
East – at U.V. light, 31st July
Aphis epilobiaria, Waxy Willowherb Aphid, 
Bevois Valley, 13th Sept
Aphis hederae, Ivy Aphid, Bitterne Road East, 
13th Dec
Cacopsylla fulguralis, Elaeagnus Sucker, 
Bevois Valley, 16th April
Dictyonota strichnocera, Gorse Lacebug, Oak 
Road, Bishop’s Waltham, 15th Aug
Eremocoris fenestratus, lygaeid bug, Peartree 
Green – at U.V. light, 8th Aug
Eupteryx melissae, Sage Leaf Hopper, Bevois 
Valley, 1st July
Eurydema ornata, Ornate Shieldbug, Near 
Godshill, New Forest – in a garden, 11th Oct
Eysarcoris venustissimus, Woundwort 
Shieldbug, Bitterne Manor – on garden 
Raspberry, 19th Aug; Sirdar Road, Portswood, 
2nd May
Fieberiella florii, Privet Leafhopper, Bevois 
Valley, 26th July
Graphocephala fennahi, Rhododendron 
Leafhopper, Peewit Hill – several on a late date, 
20th Dec
Halticus luteicollis, mirid bug, Nursling Gravel 
Pits, 1st July
Legnotus limbosus, Bordered Shieldbug, 
Nursling area, 13th June

Leptoglossus occidentalis, Western Conifer 
Seedbug, Hedge End – in a private house, 
23rd Oct
Macrosiphum hellebori, Hellebore Aphid, 
Bevois Valley, 12th April
Nepa cinerea, Water Scorpion, Goodall’s Pond, 
Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 20th May
Pantilus tunicatus, mirid bug, Nursling 
Substation, 9th Sept
Peribalus strictus, Vernal Shieldbug, Testwood 
Park – probably the first local record, 30th Aug
Periphyllus testudinaceus, Common Maple 
Aphid, Bevois Valley, 5th Sept 
Picromerus bidens, Spiked Shieldbug, Allington 
Lane, Fair Oak, 5th Oct
Pilophorus perplexus, bug, Bitterne Road East – 
at U.V. light, 31st July
Polymerus nigrita, mirid bug, Nursling area, 
11th June; Nursling Gravel Pits, 1st July
Polymerus palustris, mirid bug, Nursling Gravel 
Pits, 16th July
Sigara striata, Lesser Water Boatman, Bevois 
Valley, 24th June
Stictopleurus abutilon, a glassbug, Nursling 
Substation, 16th Aug
Syromastus rhombeus, Rhombic Leatherbug, 
Daisy Dip – 2nd Southampton record, 25th May; 
Nursling Substation – 3rd Southampton record, 
26th May
Uroleucon jacae, aphid, Daisy Dip – on 
knapweed, 21st June

The web-site micropics.org.uk is very useful in the determination of 
adult Hemiptera. Another useful site which provides abundant, up-to-date 
information on Hemiptera is the site britishbugs.org.uk.
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Coleoptera (Beetles)

A selection of the many beetle records received in 2020 includes the 
following:
Agelastica alni, Alder Leaf Beetle, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham – earliest report, 1st Feb
Altica lythri, Fuchsia Flea Beetle, Bevois Valley, 9th May
Ampedus sanguinolentus, click beetle, Nursling Gravel Pits, 7th May
Bruchidius villosus, Broom Seed Beetle, Bevois Valley, 7th May
Cantharis flavilabris, soldier beetle, Nursling Gravel Pits, 29th June
Carabus problematicus, ground beetle, Hut Wood – 3 seen, 19th Oct
Cetonia aurata, Rose Chafer*, Braeside Road, Chessel, May; Sholing – private garden, 21st June; 
Merryoak – private garden, 28th May
Cryptocephalus pusillus, leaf beetle, Bevois Valley, 13th July
Cychrus caraboides, Snail-hunter Beetle, Bishop’s Waltham Moors, 26th June
Dorcus parallelipipedus, Lesser Stag Beetle, Bitterne Manor garden, 15th June
Epuraea melanocephala, beetle, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham, 9th May
Hoplia philanthus, Welsh Chafer, Sholing – private garden, 21st June;  
Donkey Common, Bitterne, 5th June
Hylobius transversovittatus, Purple Loosestrife Weevil, Bevois Valley, 15th June
Hypera postica, weevil, Peartree Green – at U.V. light, 19th June
Lucanus cervus, Stag Beetle, Calmore, Totton, 18th May; St James Park, Shirley, 15th Jan
Mecinus pyraster, weevil, Peartree Green – at U.V. light, 19th June
Myrrha octodecimguttata, 18-spot Ladybird, Sirdar Road, Portswood, 24th April
Onthophagus coenobita, dung beetle, Firgrove Road, Freemantle, 7th April
Paracorymbia fulva, Tawny Longhorn Beetle, Fishlake Meadows, Romsey – also more on 29th July, 
14th July; Nursling – by M27, 17th July
Phyllobrotica quadrimaculata, Skullcap Leaf Beetle, Nursling Gravel Pits, 29th May
Platycis minutus, beetle, Runnydown Copse, Dundridge, 15th Aug; Little Phrympth Copse, near 
Dundridge, 15th Aug
Platystomos albinus, weevil, Near Dean village, 17th July
Pseudovadonia livida, Fairy-ring Longhorn Beetle, Miller’s Pond LNR – 50 seen on flowers, 5th June
Rhagium bifasciatum, Two-banded Longhorn Beetle, Bevois Valley, 9th April
Scolytus intricatus, Oak Bark Beetle, Peartree Green, 19th June
Stictoleptura rubra, Red Longhorn Beetle, Toothill, Rownhams – second record near Southampton**, 
23rd July; West Wood, Farley Mount – 4 seen, 24th July
Tychius picirostris, weevil, Nursling – by M27, 30th May

Welsh Chafer 
Hoplia philanthus
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*This large and very attractive beetle seems to be increasing rapidly in the 
Southampton area

**Male beetle on hogweed

Diptera (Two-winged Flies)

The mild winter of 2019/2020 and the very warm spring encouraged a lot 
of early dates for Diptera (fly) species as follows:
Bombylius major, Bee Fly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 9th Mar
Epistrophe diaphana, hoverfly, Bevois Valley, 7th April
Epistrophe eligans, hoverfly, Bevois Valley, 25th Mar
Epistrophe grossulariae, hoverfly, Bevois Valley, 20th April
Episyrphus balteatus, Marmalade Hoverfly, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham, 9th Jan
Eristalis tenax, hoverfly, Anson Drive, Sholing, 23rd Feb
Meliscaeva auricollis, hoverfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 3rd Jan
Tachina fera, fly, Chine Avenue, Peartree, 19th April

A selection of other interesting Diptera (two-winged flies) records from 
2020 is as follows:
Asilus crabroniformis, Hornet Robberfly, Emer Bog, North Baddesley, 12th Aug
Beris vallata, Orange Legionnaire, Bevois Valley, 11th Oct
Bombylius discolor, Spotted Beefly, Ashdown Close, Chandler’s Ford – on Lithospermum, 20th April
Cheilosia impressa, hoverfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 10th July
Chorisops nagatomi, soldierfly, Bitterne Road East garden, 19th Sept
Chrysotoxum verralli, hoverfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 10th July;  
Coltsfoot Paddock, Wildern LNR, 5th June
Conops ceriaeformis, thick-headed fly, Goodall’s Meadow, Wildern LNR, 5th Aug;  
Nursling Gravel Pits, 6th Aug
Conops quadrifasciatus, thick-headed fly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 13th Aug
Episyrphus balteatus, Marmalade Hoverfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End – late date, 17th Dec
Eupeodes latifasciatus, hoverfly, Bevois Valley, 19th April
Gymnosoma rotundatum, Ladybird Fly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 20th July
Helophilus pendulus, hoverfly, Peartree Green – an unusually late date, 12th Nov
Ilione albiseta, fly, Nursling, 8th June 
Linnaemya vulpina, tachinid fly, Ridley Plain, New Forest, 2nd Aug
Meiosimyza decempunctata, fly, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham, 27th June
Melangyna cincta, hoverfly, Deep Dene, Bitterne Park, 11th April
Meligramma euchroma, hoverfly, Goodall’s Meadow, Wildern LNR – conf. Roger. Morris, 14th April
Nyctia halterata, Dark-winged Flesh Fly, Nursling – by M27, 17th June
Odontomyia argentata, Silver Colonel, Coltsfoot Paddock, Wildern LNR, 21st April
Odontomyia tigrina, Black Colonel, Coltsfoot Pond, Wildern LNR, 25th April
Oxycera rara, Four-barred Major, Nursling Gravel Pits, 12th July
Pachygaster leachii, Yellow-legged Black, Bevois Valley, 21st June
Phania funestra, fly, Millbrook Church Burial Ground, 10th July
Phasia obesa, fly, Peartree Green, 3rd July
Platycheiris granditarsus, hoverfly, Bevois Valley, 11th April
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Portevinia maculata, Ramsons Hoverfly, Kendall’s Wood, Thornhill Park – 2nd Southampton site, 
26th April
Rivellia syngenesiae, Small Semaphore Fly, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham, 14th June
Sargus flavipes, Yellow-legged Centurion, Southampton Common – east of subway, 27th Sept; 
Nursling, 28th Sept
Tephritis divisa, tephritid fly, Peartree Green – at U.V. light, 19th June
Volucella inflata, hoverfly, Nursling, 3rd July
Volucella zonaria, Hornet Hoverfly, Bevois Valley – first of year, 17th June;  
Shawford Down – first of year, 17th June

Hymenoptera

The earliest dates in 2020 for selected species are as follows:
Andrena cineraria, Grey Mining Bee, Bitterne 
Churchyard, 5th April
Andrena clarkella, Clark’s Mining Bee, Hut 
Wood, 4th April
Andrena fulva, Lawn Bee, Cricklemede, Bishops 
Waltham & Bevois Valley, 24th Mar
Andrena nigroaenea, Buffish Mining Bee, 
Somerset Avenue, Harefield, 22nd Mar
Andrena nitida, Grey-patched Mining Bee, 
Bitterne Road East, 4th April
Andrena scotica, Chocolate Mining Bee, 
Wildern LNR, Hedge End – first Andrena report, 
1st Mar
Anthophora plumipes, Hairy-legged Flower Bee, 
Shoreburs Greenway – Imber Way & Willow 
Tree Walk, 1st Mar
Bombus lapidarius, Red-tailed Bumblebee, 
Mayfield Park, 16th Mar
Bombus lucorum/terrestris, White-tailed 
Bumblebee, Townhill Park garden, 12th Jan

Bombus pascuorum, Common Carder Bee, 
Bevois Valley, 23rd Mar
Bombus terrestris, Buff-tailed Bumblebee, 
Coltsfoot Paddock, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 
20th Jan
Colletes hederae, Ivy Bee, Bevois Valley, 
1st Sept 
Nomada flava, Flavous Nomad Bee, 
Southampton Old Cemetery, 13th April
Nomada flavoguttata, Small Nomad Bee, Bevois 
Valley, 20th April
Nomada fucata, Painted Nomad Bee, Bitterne 
Bypass – north side, 11th April
Nomada goodeniana, Gooden’s Nomad Bee, 
Bevois Valley, 11th April
Osmia bicornis, Red Mason Bee, Sholing Road, 
14th April
Vespa crabro, Hornet, Nursling Gravel Pits – 
1st report this year, 24th April; Telegraph Woods 
– 2nd report this year, 26th April

A selected list of the many other Hymenoptera records received for 2020 
is as follows:
Abia lonicerae, Green Honeysuckle Sawfly, Bevois Valley, 9th April
Andrena semilaevis, mini-mining bee, Bevois Valley, 24th April
Anthidium manicatum, Wool Carder Bee, Bitterne Road East – first garden record, 13th June; Bevois 
Valley, 23rd June
Anthophora bimaculata, Green-eyed Flower Bee, Sholing Road, Peartree, 24th June
Anthophora furcata, Fork-tailed Flower Bee, Mayfield Park – male on Stachys, 20th June; Bevois 
Valley, 29th July
Astata boops, digger wasp, Freemantle Lake Park, 10th July; Near Hogsty Pond, Wildern LNR, 7th July
Bombus campestris, Field Cuckoo Bee, Bevois Valley, 24th May
Bombus sylvestris, Forest Cuckoo Bumblebee, Hut Wood, 11th April
Cerceris rybyensis, Ornate-tailed Digger Wasp, Nursling Gravel Pits, 1st Aug; Hut Wood – 6 seen, 
8th Aug; Martin Down, 20th June 
Chelostoma campanularum, Small Scissor Bee, Bevois Valley, 31st May
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Chelostoma florisomne, Large scissor Bee, Peartree Green, 13th June; Bevois Valley, 16th July
Coelioxys inermis, Sharp-tailed Bee, Bishop’s Waltham Moors, 11th Sept; Bevois Valley, 19th July
Colpotrochia cincta, ichneumonoid, Nursling Gravel Pits – ID by David. Notton, 14th Aug
Dolera nigrata, sawfly, Bevois Valley, 9th April
Halictus rubicundus, Orange Legged Furrow Bee, Bevois Valley, 7th July
Halictus tumulorum, Bronze Furrow Bee, Bevois Valley, 12th April
Halidamia affinis, Gallium Sawfly, Bevois Valley, 28th May
Hepiopelmus melanogaster, ichneumonoid, Near Hogsty Pond, Wildern LNR, 9th July
Hepiopelmus variegatorius*, ichneumonoid, Nursling, 28th Sept
Hylaeus hyalinatus, Hairy Yellow-faced Bee, Bevois Valley, 27th May
Lasioglossum morio, Green Furrow Bee, Bevois Valley, 9th April
Lasioglossum smeathmanellum, Smeathman’s Furrow Bee, Bevois Valley, 4th May
Lasius platythorax, ant, Near Bishops Waltham Moors – nest in wood, 20th July
Lestiphorus bicinctus, digger wasp, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 18th Aug
Megachile leachella, Silvery Leafcutter Bee, Peartree Green, 13th June; Bevois Valley, 30th May
Osmia caerulescens, Blue Mason Bee, Bevois Valley, 5th April; Dundridge Lane, 23rd April;  
Bitterne Churchyard, 7th July
Osmia leaiana, Orange-vented Mason Bee, Bevois Valley, 9th May; Sholing – private garden – 
probable record, 23rd June

Phylloeus linearis, sawfly, Dundridge Reserve, 17th June
Polistes sp., paper wasp, Test Way, Nursling – ID to genus by G.Else, 18th Aug
Stelis breviuscula, Little Dark Bee, Sholing – private garden, 6th July
Strongylogaster multifasciata, Bracken Sawfly, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 9th May
Tenthredo atra, sawfly, Oak Road, Bishops Waltham, 15th June
Tenthredo notha, sawfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 6th Aug
Tenthredo omissa, sawfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 30th July & 6th Aug
Tenthredo thomsonii, sawfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 30th July & 6th Aug
Tenthredo vespa, sawfly, Nursling Gravel Pits, 12th July
Vespula vulgaris, Common Wasp, Hinkler Green, Thornhill – late date on Mahonia, 26th Dec
Vulgichneumon saturatorius, ichneumonoid, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 14th May

*Identified by the British Ichneumonidae group

Polistes sp
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Lepidoptera: Butterflies
The earliest records of selected species in 2020 are as follows:
Brimstone at Mansbridge on 22nd Feb
Green-veined White at Rownhams village on 9th April
Comma at Daisy Dip, So’ton Old Cemetery and Wildern LNR, all on 16th Mar
Gatekeeper at West Wellow on 23rd June

Holly Blue at Sirdar Road, Portswood on 
2nd April
Large Skipper at Nursling Gravel Pits on 
29th May
Large White at Hut Wood on 24th Mar
Meadow Brown at Hut Wood on 29th May
Orange Tip south of the M27 at Nursling on 
21st Mar
Peacock at Toot Hill, Rownhams on  
24th Mar
Red Admiral at Townhill Park near Marlhill 
Copse on 2nd Jan (first butterfly sighting in 2020)
Small Copper at both Skidmore and Wildern 
LNR 19th April
Small Tortoiseshell at Peak Lane, Upham on 
13th Mar
Small White at Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 
21st Mar
Speckled Wood at Sirdar Road, Portswood on 
27th Mar

Butterflies emerged particularly early 
in 2020 after the very mild winter and 
further encouraged by the warm, 
dry and very sunny spring. It was 
remarkable that nine species had 
appeared by 27th March! 

The latest dates of selected species in 2020 are as follows:
Brimstone at Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 10th Nov
Peacock at Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 13th Nov
Red Admiral at Bitterne Park ‘triangle’ on 12th Dec (last butterfly sighting in 2020)
Small Copper at Turnpike Way Recreation Ground, Hedge End on 9th Oct 
Speckled Wood at Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 13th Nov

2020 with an abundance of good weather was an excellent year for many 
butterfly species. A selection of other records in 2020 was as follows: 
Brown Argus, Hogsty Corner, Wildern LNR – first for site, 18th Sept
Clouded Yellow, Testwood Lakes – north of HWT centre, 5th Oct; Dibden Bay (Hythe) – 8 seen, 
21st Sept
Green Hairstreak, Grange Fields, Netley, 15th April

Comma 
Polygonia c-album
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Silver-studded Blue, Daisy Dip – west – male ID from photograph, 1st July
A blue butterfly seen on ragwort at Hut Wood on 25th June was probably this species but not confirmed. 
Small Heath, Stoneham Cemetery – first record for site, 17th Aug; Daisy Dip – first record for site, 
1st Jun; Peartree Green – first record for site since 1984, 27th Aug

Lepidoptera: Moths

There were a few records of Hummingbird Hawkmoth in 2020, including 
a very early one at Hillier’s Gardens, Ampfield on 7th March. Other 
reports included at Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 19th April, Deacon 
Road, Bitterne on 8th June and at Stephen’s Castle Down (near Bishop’s 
Waltham) on 21st June. 2020 saw a great increase in the status of Jersey 
Tiger in the Southampton area. The first records of Jersey Tiger were in a 
Bitterne Park garden and at another unrecorded site in Southampton on  
12th July, followed by five more at a U.V. light at Peartree Green on  
8th August and one in a Bitterne Road East garden on 9th August. The typical 
form of this moth shows an orange-red hindwing colour but ab. lutescens, 
with an orange-yellow hindwing seems to be almost as common. Normally 
associated with the mature oak woodlands of the New Forest, two Catocala 
species seem to have colonised the Southampton area. Two Light Crimson 
Underwing were seen at U.V. light near West End Copse on 16th July and 
another at North Baddesley on 31st July. Even more exciting was a record 
of Dark Crimson Underwing at Kathleen Road, Sholing at U.V. light on 
9th August. The Pyralid moth and potential severe pest, Box-tree Moth 
Cydalima perspectalis increased spectacularly in 2020. The first record (apart 
from Bitterne Road East) was at U.V. light at Carlton Road, Southampton on 
21st June but the greatest number were 12 in a Bitterne Road East garden, 
including one of the dark variant, on 15th September.

Other moth records from 2020 that are of interest are as follows:

Macro-moths 
Brindled Beauty, Bevois Valley, 25th Mar
Lesser Cream Wave, Bevois Valley, 24th June
August Thorn, Carlton Road, Southampton, 19th July
Balsam Carpet, Upper Townhill – near West End Copse, 16th July
Bordered Grey Moth, Ridley Plain, New Forest, 2nd Aug
Brindled Beauty, Carlton Road, Southampton, 24th April
Brussel’s Lace, North Baddesley, 31st July
Clancy’s Rustic, Carlton Road, Southampton, 15th Sept
Cloaked Carpet, North Baddesley, 31st July
Convolvulus Hawkmoth, Radcliff Road, Northam, 2nd Sept
Cypress Carpet, Carlton Road, Southampton, 16th June
Leopard Moth, Cedar Road, Shirley, 15th June; Oaktree Road, Bitterne Park, 24th June
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Lunar Hornet Clearwing, Hogsty Copse, Wildern LNR, 31st May; Wildern LNR, 
Hedge End, 3rd July; Jurd’s Lake, Weston – attracted to pheromones, 6th July
Marbled Green, Carlton Road, Southampton, 15th July
Oak Processionary Moth, Carlton Road, Southampton, 1st Aug
Orange Sallow, Oaktree Road, Bitterne Park, 21st Sept
Pine Hawkmoth, Cobbett Road, Bitterne, 1st June
Red Underwing Moth, St Aubin’s Avenue, Sholing, 10th June 
Red-tipped Clearwing Moth, Wildern LNR, Hedge End, 
8th June; Wildern LNR – near Coltsfoot Pond, 6th July
Scarlet Tiger, Bevois Valley – evidence of continued 
presence near city centre, 8th June
Silver Y, Skidmore – first record for year, 
19th April
Toadflax Brocade, Carlton Road, 
Southampton, 30th June
Tree Lichen Beauty, Carlton Road, 
Southampton, 23rd July

Micro-moths
Adela cuprella, Peartree Green 
– several flying around flowering willow, 
25th Mar
Aglossa pinguinalis, Large Tabby, Bitterne Road 
East, 31st July
Blastobasis rebeli*, Upper Townhill – near West 
End Copse, 16th July; Peartree Green, 8th Aug
Cochylis hybridella, Peartree Green, 8th Aug
Epiblema foenella, Peartree Green, 8th Aug
Euspilapteryx auroguttella, Bitterne Road East, 
27th April
Incurvaria masculella, Bevois Valley, 14th April
Lampronia luzella, Toothill, Rownhams, 
21st May

Metzneria 
metzneriella, Peartree Green, 19th June
Micropterix thunbergella, Bishop’s Waltham – 
seen in the daytime, 15th May
Nemophora metallica, Near Coronation Meadow, 
Bishop’s Waltham – seen in the daytime, 
20th July
Pempelia palumbella, Carlton Road, 
Southampton, 17th Aug
Udea fulvalis, Upper Townhill – near West End 
Copse, 16th July

*This moth is a recent colonist of the southern UK; elsewhere in the world it 
is only known on the Atlantic island of Madeira, where it is presumably native.

A very good web-site for more information about both macro moths and 
micro moths is ukmoths.org.uk. For up-to-date and more local information 
hantsmoths.org.uk is a very good site.

August Thorn 
Ennomos quercinaria
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Vertebrates

Amphibians & Reptiles

Not surprisingly, the earliest reports of Common Frog spawn in Southampton 
area in 2020 were in January.  The first was at Coltsfoot Paddock Pond at 
Wildern LNR on 27th January followed by the first at Newtown Road, Weston 
Park on 28th January. 

Smooth Newts were very active at Hogsty Pond, Wildern LNR, Hedge End on 
2nd March and there was the first ever record of Common Toad at Wildern 
LNR on 22nd June. Of reptiles, 2 immature Grass Snake were seen at Hut 
Wood on 27th August. There were Slow-worm records under a tin at Daisy 
Dip on 19th April and 3 large specimens in a garden in Bassett on 28th March.

Birds

Birds are more extensively observed and recorded than any other taxonomic 
group, and it would be appropriate for members with an interest in bird 
records to seek other sources of information including the annual Hampshire 
Bird Report and the quarterly Kingfisher magazine produced by the Hampshire 
Ornithological Society: hos.org.uk. There are also a lot of up-to-date sightings 
on the web, including our own site: sotonnhs.org site and, particularly the 
very good Hampshire Going Birding site: goingbirding.co.uk/hants  as well 
as havantnature.net for the Portsmouth area. The Southampton Wildlife 

Common Frog 
Rana temporaria
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FACEBOOK page is also exceptionally useful for detailed and up-to-date 
reports.

Ring-necked Parakeets continuing to increase in the Southampton area. The 
three main foci of observations being the city centre parks, especially Queen’s 
Park, the Lord’s Hill area and the Woodmill/Mansbridge/Riverside Park area. 
The Australian Black Swan population on the River Itchen at Riverside Park 
continues to thrive with more breeding in 2020. Red Kite sightings continue 
to increase with records mainly from February to April in Upper Shirley, 
Daisy Dip/Bassett Green, Portswood and Riverside Park. A single Shag has 
been regular in Southampton in 2020 with numerous sightings in the Town 
Quay/Southampton Pier/Mayflower Park area from at least 20th January to 
27th February and sightings later in the year on Southampton Water, especially 
off Weston Shore, from 23rd July onward. Late in the year there was a spate of 
reports of Black Redstart between 23rd November and 11th December from 
sites such as Nursling Church, Hill Lane at Shirley, Centenary Quay at Woolston 
and the Hamble Oil Terminal. A single Hawfinch was regular in Southampton 
Old Cemetery, reported early in the year on 6th January and seen on various 
dates later in year from 5th November. 

Some of the many other bird reports in the Southampton area through 
2020 included:
Barn Owl, Southampton Old Cemetery – 
probably the first record here, 26th Nov
Bar-tailed Godwit, Weston Shore – 2 seen; 
unusual here, 11th May
Black-necked Grebe, Off Weston Shore, 5th Jan
Caspian Tern, Eling & Lower Test area, 1st June
Cattle Egret, West of Nursling Church – one 
with 20 Little Egret, 18th Mar
Coot, Miller’s Pond, Sholing – young birds and 
first breeding here, 25th May
Crossbill, Townhill Park garden, 12th June; 
Cemetery Lake, Southampton Common – 6 over, 
29th June; Glen Eyre Bassett – 8 over, 2nd July
Cuckoo, Woodmill, 26th May
Egyptian Goose, between Telegraph Woods & 
Aegeas Bowl – 2 seen, 18th May; Skidmore – 
2 seen, 27th Feb
Firecrest, Hut Wood – 10 seen, 11th April
Gadwall, Cemetery Lake, Southampton 
Common – 2 seen; unusual here, 21st Mar
Goldeneye, Off Weston Shore – 4 seen, 5th Feb

Goshawk, NW Southampton Common – mobbed 
by a crow, 5th Feb
Grasshopper Warbler, Hut Wood, 1st Sept 
Great Northern Diver, Southampton Water – 
maximum count of 7 seen, 21st Mar
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Cedar Road, 
Shirley – early drumming, 31st Dec
Great-crested Grebe, Cemetery Lake, 
Southampton Common – unusual here, 21st Mar
Guillemot, off Dock Head – unusual summer 
record, 23rd July
Hobby, Peartree Green – over, 12th April; 
Bitterne Road East – first record over garden, 
22nd April
Iceland Gull, Weston Shore – a second winter 
bird, 13th Dec
Jack Snipe, Itchen Valley Country Park – very 
unusual here, 6th April
Kentish Plover, Weston Shore – very rare in 
Southampton, 11th June
Light-bellied Brent Goose, Weston Shore – 
northern end, 22nd Nov
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Osprey, Woodmill, 14th April
Pintail, Dibden Bay, Hythe – unusual here, 
15th Nov 
Red-throated Diver, off Weston Shore – an 
unusual summer record, 2nd June
Ring Ouzel, Peartree Green – an unusual spring 
record, 19th April
Roseate Tern, Weston Shore, 27th July
Sand Martin, Skidmore to Moorcourt Farm – a 
leucistic variant, 6th Aug
Siskin, Townhill Park garden – an unusual 
summer record, 16th June
Swift, Shirley – first of the year, 21st April
White Stork, between Skidmore and Moorcourt 
Farms – one seen, 13th Sept

White-tailed Eagle, Sholing and Itchen area – 
seen by several observers, 25th Mar
Wigeon, Cemetery Lake, Southampton Common 
– unusual here, 10th Sept
Willow Warbler, Cemetery Lake, Southampton 
Common – first of the year, 18th Mar
Woodcock, Southampton Common – north 
of Ornamental.lake, 23rd April; Bitterne Park 
Triangle – over, 25th Nov
Wryneck, Lower Test Reserve, 4th Sept
Yellow Wagtail, Weston Shore, 11th May; 
Marwel Zoo – one over, 20th Sept
Whimbrel, Peartree Green – first known record 
landing on the green, 1st May

Mammals

Records of mammals, of interest, in 2020 are as follows:
Badger, dead on a railway line in Southampton city boundary, 14th Mar
Common Seal, Ocean Village Marina, 13th Nov; River Itchen north of Northam Bridge, 1st Oct
Common Shrew, Millers Pond LNR, Sholing – one dead, 6th Sept
Grey Seal, Southampton Water – off Weston Sailing Club, 31st Oct

Hedgehog, Manor Road North, Itchen – 2 seen, 14th Aug; Atherley Road, Shirley, 24th Aug; 
Woodpecker Walk, Hamble, 30th Dec
Noctule Bat, Bitterne Road East – over garden at dusk, 8th April
Rabbit, Southampton Common – a rare sighting at this site, 19th July
Roe Deer, Richmond Road, Shirley, 16th June
Stoat, Test valley, between Skidmore and Nursling Church, 22nd Mar
Weasel, Itchen Valley Country Park, 2nd April

Hedgehog 
Erinaceus europaeus
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Weather Records 2020 
Records made at Bitterne Road East, Bitterne 
(SU454129)

Phil Budd

A summary of 2020

Overall, 2020 was yet another very mild and very wet year, in keeping with 
recent trends. Rainfall was around 50% higher than the long-term average and 
the temperatures are almost 2°C above the historical mean. The early winter 
period was very wet, consistently mild, and windy with stormy weather from 
time to time. February was exceptionally wet in the UK. Spring was very warm, 
dry, and exceptionally sunny. May was probably the sunniest month ever in 
the UK. Despite impressions of a glorious summer this season was average in 
terms of temperature and wetter than normal. The impression of grandeur is 
the result of a series of exceptional and very sunny heat waves, including the 
hottest day since 1976. Autumn was wet, very mild, and windy at times but 
not exceptionally stormy. October turned out to be the wettest month of the 
year in Bitterne. December turned out to be the coldest and frostiest month 
of the year but was also very wet.

I will now summarise the main weather events of 2020:

January 14th: Winds reached Force 10 (61mph) as Storm ‘Brendan’ struck. 

January 20th: An intense ‘high’ interrupted the Atlantic flow and caused the 
atmospheric pressure to reach 1049mb – the third highest value ever recorded.

February and March: No air frosts recorded in Southampton in either month 
– this is very unusual.

February: Westerly sector winds on 26 out of 29 days. This is exceptional.

February 9th: Storm ‘Ciara’ brought the strongest winds of the year – 
westerlies up to Force 11 (70mph) and there were gales on three other dates 
in February.

February 16th: Storm ‘Dennis’ brought the wettest day of the year with 47mm 
rain in total. My garden was the most flooded that I have seen it in 14 years.
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March 8th: The final winter gales occurred on this day. The first 10 days of 
March were wet and windy, but the month was dry thereafter and continually 
mild throughout.

March 20th to April 2nd: The first prolonged rainless period since September 
2019. Between September 22nd 2019 and March 20th 2020 there were never 
more than five consecutive dry days!

March 31st/April 1st: Last air frost of the winter. Frosty even in the suburbs 
of Southampton.

April: A particularly warm April but wetter than normal due to three very wet 
days – the 17th, 18th and 28th. 

April 8th to April 12th: Five consecutive very warm days with maxima 
exceeding 22°C and on 11th temperatures reached 24°C. Later 24°C was again 
reached on 23rd. 

May 5th to May 22nd: A prolonged dry period with no rain recorded for 
18 days. Only 5mm rain recorded during the remainder of the month, the 
driest month of the year. It was the sunniest May on record.

May 10th: A rare dramatic temperature change. Temperatures fell 10°C 
between Noon and 3pm.

May 11th to 15th: A chilly spell of northerly winds and rural ground frosts, 
but sunny days.

May 21st:  Maximum temperature 27.6°C, the warmest day of a hot second 
half of May.

June 11th: An early afternoon thunderstorm caused extensive flooding in 
the Poole area. 

June 18th: One third of the rainfall in June fell including 17mm in 30 minutes 
around Noon. At the same time a waterspout recorded at the mouth of the 
River Hamble.

June 23rd and June 24th: After unexceptional temperatures so far in June, 
these two days saw the mercury rise to around 32°C. The two following nights 
were ‘Tropical Nights’ minima above 20°C.

July 25th: Half of the July rainfall (17mm) fell on this day. July was much drier 
than normal overall.
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July 31st: Temperatures climbed over 31°C but 38°C (100°F) was recorded in 
London. July was rather average in terms of overall temperature.

August 6th to August 13th: The most significant heatwave in 2020. Otherwise 
‘normal’ temperature in August.

August 7th to August 12th: Six days when temperatures exceeded 30°C and 
four of the six ‘Tropical Nights’ in 2020 recorded in this period. The minimum 
was no lower than 21°C on 12th/13th.

August 12th: The hottest day of the year and the hottest day locally since 
1976; maximum 35.2°C

August 16th /17th: A very wet night with thunderstorms and 31mm rain 
recorded.

August 21st: Storm ‘Ellen’ brought winds up to 71m.p.h at the Needles but 
no rain.

August 24th: Storm ‘Francis’ brought heavy rain including 20mm in 45 minutes 
in the early afternoon.

September 11th to September 21st: A dry spell with almost continuous 
sunshine and clear skies.

September 15th: A particularly hot day for September, maximum 28.3°C. This 
was followed by a very warm night with a minimum of 17.4°C.

September 23rd/24th: 20mm rain and hail brought the dry, very warm 
September spell to an end. Cool weather after this with maxima staying 
below 18°C.

October 1st to October 4th: 109mm rain fell on these four days including 
43mm on 2nd. 

October 21st to October 25th: Another very wet spell with 53mm rainfall 
measured. Despite being very wet there were gales on only one day in October 
and the temperatures were mild and unremarkable.

November: Very mild and slightly wetter than normal. Severe gales on 1st, 
14th and 15th.

November 1st/2nd: Remarkably mild November night with a minimum of 
15.4°C. There were no air frost in Bitterne in November and no maximum 
temperatures below 9°C.
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November 14th/15th: A very wet weekend with 57mm rain measured. The 
M27 flooded at Nursling.

December 6th: The first of ten days in December that were colder than any 
previous day in 2020.

December 6th/7th: First frost of the winter, although the extreme coast 
avoided it. 

December 26th/27th: Storm Bella brought the only gales in December with 
106m.p.h winds at the Needles.

December 28th: Persistent sleet with some snowflakes; the snowiest day in 
2020.

December 31st: The last day of 2020 was also the coldest, maximum 2.4°C

Weather Records for 2020 at Bitterne Road East, Southampton  
by Phil Budd

Mean max 
temp

High
temp

Mean min 
temp

Low
temp

Air 
frost 
days

Wet 
days1

Total rainfall

 °C °F °C °C °F °C mm in

Jan 10.3 50.5 12.7 5 41 -1.5 5 15 103 4.1

Feb 11.3 52.3 15.2 5.1 41.2 1 0 17 181.5 7.1

Mar 12.9 55.2 15.9 4.7 40.5 0.4 1 10 53 2.1

Apr 18.4 65.1 24.4 7.5 45.5 0.1 1 4 65.4 2.6

May 21 69.8 27.6 9.2 48.6 2.8 0 2 5.3 0.2

Jun 21.8 71.2 32.2 13 55.4 7.9 0 11 66.9 2.6

Jul 22.9 73.2 31.3 13.5 56.3 10.1 0 6 35.5 1.4

Aug 24.6 76.3 35.2 15.9 60.6 10.4 0 12 139 5.5

Sep 21.5 70.7 28.3 11.6 52.9 5.1 0 5 31.6 1.2

Oct 15.3 59.5 18.7 9.1 48.4 4.2 0 20 215.4 8.5

Nov 13.2 55.8 16.5 8.1 46.6 1.9 0 13 98.3 3.9

Dec 8.9 48 13.7 4.5 40.1 -1.3 9 20 142.3 5.6
Mean/
total 16.8 62.3 35.2 8.9 48.1 -1.5 16 135 1137.2 44.8

1 A wet day is defined as a day where 1 mm or more of rainfall fell.

Weather records from 2006 to the present day may be found on our website 
at sotonnhs.net/weather.
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What Bug is That?

. . .or plant or bird? Or anything, really?

We all have our collection of field guides, old Observer Books, and modern 
monographs dealing with a single species. We have our learnt knowledge. 
But there is always something you don't recognise, whether you're trying to 
identify a fungus you've not see before, or a bird that's new to your garden. 
So where do you go for help?

Nothing compares with going out with people who know a little more than 
you do, but that’s not been so possible recently, so once again we turn to our 
friends on-line. Here are 10-top-tips of where you may find the help you need.

1. Our own Facebook group

Facebook.com/groups/SotonNatHistSoc is a great place to post 
pictures and ask for help. There is lots of combined knowledge to 
share. Our very own Phil Budd is often there to offer advice on a wide 
variety of flora and fauna.

2. Google Lens

There are lots of apps for your phone to help identify birds, plants, 
insects but a good place to start is Google Lens. It can try to identify 
a live image or picture you already have on your phone. Sometimes it 
will get it horribly wrong, but if you don't know your lichen from your 
lepidoptera it's not a bad place to start. Surprisingly good.

3. Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity

The Natural History Museums scientists pitch in to help others identify  
anything from the natural world. There are also plenty of ready made 
guides to help – nhm.ac.uk/take-part/centre-for-uk-biodiversity.

4. iNaturalist

An international resource. Maps, images, time-lines and taxonomy. 
Upload your own images or just browse the resource – inaturalist.org.

5. Field Studies Council

I'm sure we all know the FSC for its range of natural history 
courses, but they also do a range of handy guides on all sorts of 
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bugs and beasts, some of which are available to view online at 
field-studies-council.org/product-category/publications.

6. Royal Entomological Society

Offers identification assistance by email. Very good. 
royensoc.co.uk/identifying-insects.

7. Steven Falk's Flickr Pages

Steven Falk is a leading expert on bees and his published handbook 
is highly recommended, as is his Flickr site where he covers 
not only bees but a wide range of insects and other beasts. 
flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections.

8. Naturespot

Run by volunteers and based in Leicestershire, Naturespot is a massive 
resource of information and images to help identify your natural 
history puzzles. naturespot.org.uk.

9. Other specialist groups and individuals

In the UK, if there is a family of animals, plants, fungi or of any of the 
other kingdoms there is almost certainly a group which has a mass 
of information, often including expert identification guides. Bats, 
Butterflies, Reptiles, Dragonflies, Lichen, Spiders, Bugs, Beetles and on 
and on and on... Google (other search engines are available) is your 
friend. And you will also find individuals (like Steven Falk) who devote a 
large part of their life to their specialist interests. When you find them 
make sure you bookmark them. You'll need them again and again.

10. Phil Budd

Did we mention Phil Budd?
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Large Rose Sawfly
Arge pagana Deraeocoris flavilinea

Common Crab Spider
Misumena vatia

Honey Bee 
Apis mellifera

Ashy Mining Bee 
Andrena cineraria

Varied Carpet Beetle 
Anthrenus verbasci

Garden Spider 
Araneus diadematus

Berberis Sawfly 
Arge berberidis

 
Tipula paludosa 

Common Banded Hoverfly 
Syrphus ribesii

Scarlet Tiger 
Callimorpha dominula

Common Carder Bee 
Bombus pascorum

Suillia variegata
Common Window Gnat
Sylvicola cinctus



Just a few images 
from the Lockdown 
Garden Safari from 

one garden in central 
Southampton where 

511 animal species 
were seen.

Broom Seed Beetle 
Bruchidius villosus

Harlequin Ladybird
Harmonia axyridis

Zebra Spider 
Salticus scenicus

Marmalade Fly 
Episyrphus balteatus 

Brown Centipede 
Lithobius forficatus

Compost Hoverfly 
Syritta pipiens
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